THE ORIGINAL Gis, fe 
NACHOS J Ort 
The crunchyand aa I9 NC State athletes 
cheesy dish is deeply PA Sa ZES ‘ 

Subscribers will find | rooted in Mexican Y ag AE spend Election 

this bonus content at home cooking. Find ° Bee G i Day at food 

newsobserver.com/ wf 4 we h . 

eedition out how it all started. earns REET New York Times bank In Raleigh 1B 
VOLUME 156 No. 309 TWITTER.COM NENSOBSERVER Bettas WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 4 2020 tate hl 


e 
newsontent; dine 
Com/s>°V 
M/a tiva te 
AF 
We take seriously our part in telling the ON OUR WEBSITE IN OUR eEDITION RACES TO WATCH 
story of this historic election. While Find current returns, Find more than 30 bonus pages e U.S. President: Trump 
complete returns weren’t available in any time of day, in all curated with results from key races vs. Biden 
time for inclusion in this print edition, local and many around the nation and our state. Go e N.C. Governor: Cooper 
y k y k ¥ 7 2O 2O subscribers will find additional analysis national races. Go to to newsobserver.com/eEdition and vs. Forest 


newsobserver.com. click on the ‘Election 2020’ tab. 


and results on our digital platforms: 


Biden clings to a narrow lead 
in NC thanks to absentee votes 


BY JIM MORRILL 
AND TIM FUNK 


jmorrill@charlotteobserver.com 
tfunk@charlotteobserver.com 


Democrat Joe Biden clung to 


olina Tuesday night on the 
strength of absentee votes. 

With about 64% of votes 
reported, Biden was ahead 


50.45% to 48.2%, according to 
the State Board of Elections. 


saw more than 4.5 million North 


Carolinians cast ballots before 
Election Day. 

Though early votes tradition- 
ally favor Democrats in North 
Carolina, Trump narrowly won 


Biden won absentees by about 
360,000. In 2016 Democrat 
Hillary Clinton led after early 
votes were counted but Trump 
won 55% of the Election Day 
vote on his way to winning the 


College Poll last week showed 
that 76% of N.C. Democrats 
said they’d already voted com- 
pared with 58% of Republicans. 

A close race could come down 
to uncounted absentee votes. 


50.2% of that vote and was 
capturing the Election Day vote. 


The numbers included the re- 
sults of a historic early vote that 


a narrow lead over President 
Donald Trump in North Car- 


state by 3.7 percentage points. 


A New York Times/Siena SEE ELECTION, 6A 


NC voters consider COVID-19, 
economy, health care, education 
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Election Day faces photographed in the Triangle: From left, top row: Margaret Steed, Raleigh; Jayla Marion, Raleigh; Debbie Rogers, 
Bahama; from left, bottom row: Antonio Green, Jr., Raleigh; Eileen Gates, Raleigh; Alex Johnson, Raleigh. 


BY MARTHA QUILLIN, JOSH 
SHAFFER AND TAMMY GRUBB 


mquillin@newsobserver.com 
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Early voting results in 
North Carolina on Tuesday 
night remained close but were 
favoring Democrats, including 
presidential nominee Joe 


Biden, Gov. Roy Cooper and 
U.S. Senate candidate Cal 
Cunningham. 

As of 8:55 p.m., Biden had 
2.2 million votes in the state, 
while President Donald 
Trump had 2 million. Most of 
the early results reflected 
mail-in and early-voting bal- 
lots, which were expected to 
heavily favor Democrats. 


Only a few precincts had 
reported by press time. 
Much of the nation is fo- 
cused on the results in North 
Carolina, a key swing state 
that could determine the 
outcome of the presidential 
election. Polling analysis site 
FiveThirtyEight says Demo- 
cratic nominee Joe Biden is 
“slightly favored” to win the 


state. 

North Carolina could also 
play a pivotal role in deter- 
mining which major party will 
control the U.S. Senate. Dem- 
ocrat Cal Cunningham had 2.1 
million votes just before 9 
p.m., compared to 1.9 million 
votes for incumbent Repub- 


SEE NC VOTERS, 9A 


Cunningham, 
Tillis in tight 
race as first 
votes are 
counted 


BY BRIAN MURPHY 
bmurphy@mcclatchydc.com 


Republican incumbent U.S. Sen. 
Thom Tillis and Democratic chal- 
lenger Cal Cunningham were running 
close in their pivotal U.S. Senate race 
in early results. 

The most expensive Senate race 
ever is 
key to 
determin- 
ing which 
party 
controls 
the cham- 
ber come 
January, Cal 
and the 
final 
month has largely been dominated by 
coverage of Cunningham’s marital 
infidelity and Tillis’ sustained attacks 
on the challenger’s character. 

More than 4.5 million voters cast 
ballots before Election Day in the 
state. The first results are from those 
voters, which are expected to lean 
Democratic with Election Day votes 
expected to lean toward Republicans. 

With the first 4.2 million votes 


Thom 
Cunningham Tillis 


SEE SENATE, 7A 


COOPER LEADS FOREST 
IN EARLY RETURNS 


Will North Carolinians reelect 
Gov. Roy Cooper or replace him 
with Republican Lt. Gov. Dan 
Forest? Early Tuesday evening 
returns showed Cooper ahead. 
6A 
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